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2009 WV’s Promise Summit Grant Report 
(Due: Saturday May 9, 2009, please email and mail to Pam Dugan) 

 

Name: ___Wendy Watson _______________ Title:  _Prevention Resource Coordinator______ 

 

Organization: Community Connections, Inc.________________________________________ 

 

County: ___Mercer______________________________ Phone: _304-324-0456___________ 

 

Email: _prevention@ccifrn.org____________________ 

 

Expense Report/Budget: ________________________________________________________ 

(Please attach an itemized budget report of actual expenses) 

 

Grant Amount Awarded from WV’s Promise: $1,000.00______ 

 

Community Match Received: $0.00____________ 

(Please attach documentation of community match actual funds/in-kind donations) 

 

Date of Event: ____April 2, 2009_____________________________________________ 

 

Number Attendees:  Children/Youth ___ 1_________ Adults _____54_______ 

 

Location of Event: ___Chuck Mathena Center, Princeton, West Virginia__________________ 

 

Summit Details: __Mercer County held their Drop Out Prevention Summit on April 2, 2009 at the 

Chuck Mathena Center in Princeton, West Virginia.  There were a total of 55 attendees who all 

participated in round table discussions which addressed the drop out crisis in West Virginia Schools.  

There was also a panel of speakers who were high school drop outs.  They gave some real insight as to 

the reasons they dropped out of school There were several key stake holders from West Virginia DHHR 

offices, Mercer County Schools, Concord University and local businesses that participated in the round 

table discussions as well.  The main objective for the Drop Out Summit here in Mercer County was to 

start looking at strategies that could be implemented to address the reasons why students drop out of 

school.   

CATCH PHRASE: The Drop Out Crisis effects the whole community and it is an issue in which the 

community and the schools need to work together on in order to address it. 
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2009 WV’s Promise Summit Grant Report 
(Due: Saturday May 9, 2009, please email and mail to Pam Dugan) 

 

Please attach a contact list of all participants involved/participated in Regional Summit using this format. 

 

ORGANIZATION 

FIRST 

NAME 

LAST 

NAME TITLE ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP PHONE EMAIL 

  
FACILITATE 

AT STATE 

SUMMIT 

 

Please identify key leaders, speakers involved with local Regional/County Summit that would be 

interested in participating as a facilitator in the State Summit in July 2009. 

 

Please include in report, Three Points of Interest:  

1. Why students dropout of school/identity the problems/reasons 

2. What are the solutions 

3. Identify effective policy change 

a. How did you gather the above information from the participants (small groups, flip 

charts, open microphone, etc.) 

Mercer County Drop Out Prevention Summit 

Chuck Mathena Center, Princeton, West Virginia 

April 2, 2009 

 

Three Points of Interest 

 

1. Why students drop out of school/identify the problems/reasons: 

Prior to the summit we conducted surveys in the Mercer County Middle Schools and High 

Schools.  Some of the reasons as to why students drop out of school ranged from 

pregnancy, lack of engagement on both student and teachers parts, dislike for school, and 

bad home life or other outside factors. 

 

2. What are the solutions: 

Round table discussions were held at the summit to look at possible solutions to the drop 

out crisis.  Participants used flip charts to document ideas around solutions and resources 

related to drop out prevention.  Solutions ranged from increase awareness about the 

problem, school personel becoming more involved in their students, to media campaigns 

around alternative education such as vocational schools. 

 

3. Identify effective policy change: 

The purpose of this summit was to start to begin to look at strategies that could be 

implemented to help address the drop out crisis in Mercer County as well as through out 

the state. 
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Americas Promise Drop Out Budget Report For Mercer County 

      

     
Total Budget 

     
$1,000.00  

      Walmart- Supplies 
 

$43.31  
 

$956.69  

Staples- Supplies 
 

$113.46  
 

843.23 
Chuck Mathena Center- 
location $463.80  

 
379.43 

Sugar Shak-food 
 

$367.75  
 

11.68 

Copy Cost 
 

$45.00  
 

-33.32 
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First 
Name 

Last Name Organization Organization 
Type/Affiliati

on 

Email Address Mailing 
address,city 

Position/ 
Job Title 

Attendee  
Affiliation 

      (Business, 
Education, Elected 
Official, 
Government, 
Media, Nonprofit 
Organization) 
                         

      (General Attendee, Summit 
Convener Committee or Staff, 
Presenter, America's Promise 
Staff, Evaluation Team Staff)  

James  Bradley DHHR Government James.H.Bradley@wv.
gov 

200 Davis 
Steeet 
PrincetonWv 
24701 

CSM Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Marjie  Flanigan Concord 
University 

Education mflanigan@concord.e
du 

D-161, PO 
Box 1000 
Athens, WV 

Student 
Retention 
Specialist 

Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Brenda  Pruett WVU 
Extension 

Education brenda.pruett@mail.
wvu.edu 

none listed none listed Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Chris  Nichols Community 
Connections 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

chris@ciifrn.org 307 Federal 
St.  Suite 305 
Bluefield, WV 

none listed Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Ruth McCulloch PALC     610 Mount 
View 
Bluefield, Wv 

    

Joanne  Boileau Children's 
Home Society 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

 
jboileau@childhswv.
org 

603 Harrison 
Street PO 
Box 5533 
Princeton, 
WV 24740 

Regional 
Director 

General Attendee 

mailto:James.H.Bradley@wv.gov
mailto:James.H.Bradley@wv.gov
mailto:mflanigan@concord.edu
mailto:mflanigan@concord.edu
mailto:brenda.pruett@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:brenda.pruett@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:chris@ciifrn.org
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Tim Smith Planet Xtreme Nonprofit 
Organization 

pxtcinc@yahoo.com PO Box 1542 
Princeton, 
WV 

Director General Attendee 

Marcy  Ware Mercer 
County Adult 
Basic 
Education 

Education mware@access.k12.w
v.us 

195 Davis 
Street 
Princeton, Wv  

Coordinator/
Teacher 

General Attendee 

David Bailey WV PRC Government bailey74@marshall.ed
u 

PO Box 222, 
Pipestem, WV 

  General Attendee 

Michael Johnson SHCUHC 
(Southern 
Highlands) 

Business michael.johnson@shc
mhc.com 

211 Wallace 
St.  Apt 2 
Princeton 

Adolescent 
Substance 
Abuse 
Soecialist 

General Attendee 

Tom Chaffins Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education tchaffin@access.k12.
wv.us 

Honaker Ave.  
Princeton, 
WV 

Secondary 
Schools 
Supervisor 

Presenter 

Michelle Williams United Way of 
the Virginias 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

uwvas@verizon.net PO Box 1515, 
Bluefield WV 
24701 

Executive 
Director 

Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Craig  Havens Princeton 
Middle School 

Education cmhavens@access.k1
2.wv.us 

RT3 Box 533 
BluefieldWV 

Assistant 
Principal 

General Attendee 

Brenda  Ash Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education bash@access.k12.wv.
us 

  Director 
Special 
Education 

General Attendee 

Vickie Gialdella Princeton 
Middle School 

Education vgialdel@access.k12.
wv.us 

  Counselor General Attendee 

mailto:pxtcinc@yahoo.com
mailto:mware@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:mware@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:bailey74@marshall.edu
mailto:bailey74@marshall.edu
mailto:michael.johnson@shcmhc.com
mailto:michael.johnson@shcmhc.com
mailto:tchaffin@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:tchaffin@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:uwvas@verizon.net
mailto:cmhavens@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:cmhavens@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:bash@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:bash@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:vgialdel@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:vgialdel@access.k12.wv.us
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Valentine Wimmer Clinch Valley 
Community 
Action, 
Workforce 
Investment 
Act, Inc. 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

vwimmer@clinchvalle
ycaa.org 

tazewell, va Case 
Manager 

General Attendee 

Carol  McClaughe
rty 

Mercer 
County Board 
of Education 

Education cmcclaugherty@acces
s.k12.wv.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

  General Attendee 

Candy Stanley Mercer 
County Board 
of Education 

Education stanley_c@frontiernet
.net  

Princeton, 
WV 

  Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Rick Ball Mercer 
County Board 
of Education 

Education rmball@access.k12.w
v.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

  General Attendee 

Darlene Shepherd Adult Basic 
Education 

Education     Aide General Attendee 

Robert  Farley Princeton 
Mercer 
County 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Business pmcccdirector@fronti
ernet.net 

Princeton, 
WV 

Director General Attendee 

John Neese     neesejohn@yahoo.co
m 

Princeton, 
WV 

  Presenter 

Tammy  Argyrakis Princeton 
Primary 

Education targyrakis@access.k12
.wv.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Counselor General Attendee 

mailto:vwimmer@clinchvalleycaa.org
mailto:vwimmer@clinchvalleycaa.org
mailto:cmcclaugherty@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:cmcclaugherty@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:stanley_c@frontiernet.net
mailto:stanley_c@frontiernet.net
mailto:rmball@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:rmball@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:pmcccdirector@frontiernet.net
mailto:pmcccdirector@frontiernet.net
mailto:neesejohn@yahoo.com
mailto:neesejohn@yahoo.com
mailto:targyrakis@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:targyrakis@access.k12.wv.us
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Stephen Dickerson HRDF Government hrdfprinceton@hrdfw
v.org 

Princeton, 
WV 

Counselor Presenter 

David Woolwine Mercer 
County 
Juvenile 
Probation 

Government   120 Scott 
Street, 
Princeton, 
WV 24740 

Juvenile 
Probation 
Officer 

General Attendee 

Wendy Watson Community 
Connections 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

prevention@ccifrn.org 307 Federal 
St.  Suite 305 
Bluefield, WV 

  Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Donna Kinkaid-
Standifur 

Mercer 
County 
Technical 
Education 
Center 

Education dstandifur@access.k1
2.wv.us 

1397 Stafford 
Drive 
Princeton, Wv 

Student 
Recruitment 

General Attendee 

Kellan Sarles Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education ksarles@access.k12.w
v.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Information 
Specialist 

Presenter 

Cheryl  Watkins Mercer 
County Adult 
Basic 
Education 

Education cwatkins@access.k12.
wv.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Teacher Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Kim  Williams Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education kdwillia@access.k12.
wv.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Registered 
Nurse 

General Attendee 

Jordan  Pruett Princeton 
Senior High 
School and 
4H 

Education jcpruet@access.k12.w
v.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Student Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

mailto:hrdfprinceton@hrdfwv.org
mailto:hrdfprinceton@hrdfwv.org
mailto:prevention@ccifrn.org
mailto:dstandifur@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:dstandifur@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:ksarles@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:ksarles@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:cwatkins@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:cwatkins@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:kdwillia@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:kdwillia@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:jcpruet@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:jcpruet@access.k12.wv.us
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Faye Stout Clinch Valley 
Community 
Action Project 
Discovery 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

fstout@clinchvalleyca
a.org 

Tazewell, VA Program 
Coordinator 

General Attendee 

Beth Sizemore ChildLaw and 
Mercer 
County Teen 
Court 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

mercer.teencourt@g
mail.com 

Princeton, 
WV 

Program 
Coordinator 

Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Rachel Lester Mercer 
County Adult 
Basic 
Education 

Education rwlester@access.k12.
wv.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Teacher General Attendee 

Jill Dalton Mercer 
County Adult 
Basic 
Education 

Education bluegoldgal@frontier
net.net 

Princeton, 
WV 

AmeriCorps  General Attendee 

Brad Rose Teen 
Challenge 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

bradrose12@frontiern
et.net 

Princeton, 
WV 

Teacher General Attendee 

Josh Lytle Teen 
Challenge 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

  Princeton, 
WV 

Teacher General Attendee 

Lavada Shrewsbury Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education lsrewsb@access.k12.
wv.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Teacher General Attendee 

Jessica Miller Southern 
Highlands 

Business jessicamiller@shcmhc.
com 

Princeton, 
WV 

Substance 
Abuse 
Counselor 

General Attendee 

Pearl Hamby WVU 
Extension 

Education hambypearl@yahoo.c
om 

Princeton, 
WV 

Program 
Asst. 

General Attendee 

mailto:fstout@clinchvalleycaa.org
mailto:fstout@clinchvalleycaa.org
mailto:mercer.teencourt@gmail.com
mailto:mercer.teencourt@gmail.com
mailto:rwlester@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:rwlester@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:bluegoldgal@frontiernet.net
mailto:bluegoldgal@frontiernet.net
mailto:bradrose12@frontiernet.net
mailto:bradrose12@frontiernet.net
mailto:lsrewsb@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:lsrewsb@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:jessicamiller@shcmhc.com
mailto:jessicamiller@shcmhc.com
mailto:hambypearl@yahoo.com
mailto:hambypearl@yahoo.com
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Drema Robertson Community 
Connections 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

drema@ccifrn.org 307 Federal 
St.  Suite 305 
Bluefield, WV 

  General Attendee 

Dennis McGraw Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education dmcgraw@access.k12.
wv.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Counselor General Attendee 

Christine Tabor Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education cltabor@access.k12.w
v.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Counselor General Attendee 

Tammie Toler Princeton 
Times 

Media ttoler@ptonline.net Princeton, 
WV 

Editor Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Debbie Ball Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education dlball@access.k12.wv.
us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Counselor General Attendee 

Greg Carter WVVA Media gcarter@wvva.com Bluefield, WV News 
Director 

Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Lynn Bayle Mercer 
County Board 
of Education 

Education cbayle@access.k12.wv
.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Asst. Dir. 
Special 
Education 

General Attendee 

Raegan DeVor WVU 
Extension 
Services/4H 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

raegan.devor@mail.w
vu.edu 

Princeton, 
WV 

Program 
Asst. 

Summit Convener 
Committee or Staff 

Patty Flanagan Southern 
Highlands 

Business pattyflanagan@shcmh
c.com 

Princeton, 
WV 

Children's 
Services 
Liason 

General Attendee 

mailto:drema@ccifrn.org
mailto:dmcgraw@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:dmcgraw@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:cltabor@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:cltabor@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:ttoler@ptonline.net
mailto:dlball@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:dlball@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:gcarter@wvva.com
mailto:cbayle@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:cbayle@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:raegan.devor@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:raegan.devor@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:pattyflanagan@shcmhc.com
mailto:pattyflanagan@shcmhc.com
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Steve Pack Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education stpack@access.k12.w
v.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Asst. 
Principal 

General Attendee 

Joyce Tedder Mercer 
County 
Schools 

Education jtedder@access.k12.w
v.us 

Princeton, 
WV 

Supervisor General Attendee 

Dana  Alloway Concord 
University 

Education dalloway@concord.ed
u 

Athens, WV Professor General Attendee 

Barbara McFadden RESA Education bmcfadde@access.k1
2.wv.us 

Beckley, WV AHC General Attendee 

Pat Kusimo Education 
Alliance 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

      Presenter 

Joe Kusimo             

Pam  Neese Adult 
Learning 
Center 

Education plneese@yahoo.com Bluefield, WV   General Attendee 

                

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stpack@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:stpack@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:jtedder@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:jtedder@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:dalloway@concord.edu
mailto:dalloway@concord.edu
mailto:bmcfadde@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:bmcfadde@access.k12.wv.us
mailto:plneese@yahoo.com
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